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Constructing a new facility is a major decision that requires extensive planning and 
resources. If your business is taking on a new construction or major renovation project, 
your goal is to produce the highest value building for the lowest possible cost. BGE’s 
Comprehensive Design track can help your team deliver the most energy-efficient 
building possible while staying within in your budget. BGE will work with your architects 
and engineers to explore the full range of energy ef� ciency measures and the related 
incentives available to you through our Energy Solutions for Business program.

Comprehensive Design Offers Big Benefits

• Enhanced financial incentives

• Reduced energy costs

• Improved building performance

• Reduced long-term maintenance costs

• Improved return on investment

Key Features 
The Comprehensive Design track provides the opportunity 
to capture the maximum energy savings potential for a 
project by examining the building as an integrated system.  
The Comprehensive Design track is most appropriate for 
buildings larger than 75,000 square feet with 75 tons of 
cooling or more, and where substantial HVAC, architectural, 
and lighting system improvements are possible. The track 
requires the full engagement of the design team (including 
the architect and mechanical and electrical engineers) 
prior to construction document approval. Buildings used 
for industrial purposes, manufacturing, food processing, or 
storage are not eligible.

Starting at the very first step of planning and design, 
BGE will work with your team to identify energy efficiency 
opportunities available through the Energy Solutions for 
Business program. BGE will provide guidance in performing 
site-specific engineering and cost analyses and then work 
with your design team to identify and incorporate energy-
saving measures into the new facility. BGE will examine 
the building as an integrated system to determine which 
measures will achieve the greatest energy savings—and be 
cost effective. 

To participate in the Comprehensive Design track, the 
project must include: 

• At least 75,000 square feet of air conditioned space

• New construction or a major renovation of an 
existing building that includes all new mechanical and 
lighting systems

• Energy efficiency measures for the building envelope, 
interior lighting, and HVAC systems, including high-
efficiency cooling equipment 

• A projected minimum combined annual energy 
savings of at least 20% versus the base case design 
(On-site generation and alternate energy may not be 
counted toward the savings.) 

• Interior lighting power density in the final design that is 
at least 10% more efficient than ASHRAE 90.1-2007 
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Financial Incentives 
For projects meeting the Comprehensive Design track’s 
requirements, financial incentives are available for up 
to 90% of the incremental cost of installing the energy 
efficiency measures or to buy down the cost to a 1-year 
payback period, whichever is less. 

Technical Services 
Comprehensive Design projects require a building 
performance modeling study to help you identify and analyze 
potential energy efficiency projects. To participate, you must 
have a comprehensive study performed by a BGE-approved 
Technical Services Provider. BGE will match you with a 
provider when you apply for technical services. Funding 
for up to 50% of this study may be available through the 
Technical Services program, at the discretion of BGE.

Eligibility
The Comprehensive Design track is available to all non-
residential customers in the BGE service territory (rate 
classes G, GS, GL, P, and T) for new construction or major 
renovation of an existing building that includes all new 
mechanical and lighting systems. All energy efficiency 
measures must individually pass BGE’s cost-effectiveness 
analysis, and the project must include a plurality (two of 
three, three of four, five of seven, etc.) of the identified 
measures. Combined, the measures must achieve at 
least 80% of the identified energy savings to qualify for 
BGE incentives. 

Contact Us
Learn more about our Comprehensive Design track and all 
the energy- and money-saving options available through the 
BGE Smart Energy Savers Program®. 

Visit BGESmartEnergy.com. 

Commercial and industrial customers call toll-free: 
877.685.7377. 

Service providers call: 410.290.1202.

Energy Solutions for Business

The BGE Energy Solutions for Business program 
has the right solutions for every project. The 
program delivers energy efficiency options in 
these key ways:

• Prescriptive Measures—when your 
needs meet a broad range of 
predetermined measures

• Custom Measures—when your unique 
project requires site-specific engineering 
and cost analysis

• Technical Services—when engineering 
studies are needed to determine the 
most effective approach

• Comprehensive Solutions—maximize 
electrical energy efficiency by accounting 
for the interactive effects between 
equipment and systems


